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about after again all are asked away back been 

before began boy by called came can’t children come 

could day didn’t do don’t down every for gave 

go going good have help her here home house 

how just knew know laugh like little live long 

look looked love made make many more Mr. Mrs. 

must my need never new next night now of 

old one once or other our out over people 

put quickly quietly right round said saw school see 

she shouted small son some soon take than that 

the their them then there these they thing think 

this thought three through time to too took two 

very walk want was water way went were what 

when where who will with work would you your 
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Connectives 
 

Extend your sentences – use a connective. 
 

  andandandand    ––––    ‘I went to the park andandandand I played on the swings.’ 
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Try not to start sentences with ‘and’, ‘but’, ‘so’ or ‘because’. 

Although it is not wrong, it is difficult to do properly. 

thenthenthenthen    ––––    ‘I went to the park thenthenthenthen I went to the shops.’ 

butbutbutbut    ––––    ‘John pulled his wobbly tooth butbutbutbut it wouldn’t come out.’ 

sosososo    ––––    ‘The field was wet sosososo we played in the playground.’ 

becausebecausebecausebecause    ––––    ‘Tom ran home becausebecausebecausebecause it had started to rain.’ 

whenwhenwhenwhen    ––––    ‘We have to get our coats whenwhenwhenwhen it is time to go home.’ 

whilewhilewhilewhile    ––––    ‘Amber read to Mrs. Smith whilewhilewhilewhile the rest of the class 
were in assembly.’ 

beforebeforebeforebefore    ––––    ‘I had to tidy my room beforebeforebeforebefore I could go out and play.’ 

afterafterafterafter    ––––    ‘We washed our hands afterafterafterafter we finished in the garden.’ 

alalalalthoughthoughthoughthough    ––––    ‘Mia smiled althoughalthoughalthoughalthough she wasn’t feeling very well.’ 

untiluntiluntiluntil    ––––    ‘Billy was allowed to stay up untiluntiluntiluntil his parents got home.’ 

despitedespitedespitedespite    ––––    ‘Poppy is the best basketball player in our class 
despitedespitedespitedespite being one of the shortest children.’ 



 

Story Starters 
 

How can I start my story? 
 

  Like a fairytaleLike a fairytaleLike a fairytaleLike a fairytale, e.g. ‘Once upon a time, in a far away land….’ 
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With a questionWith a questionWith a questionWith a question, e.g. ‘Have I ever told you about my cousin 
Adam?’  

With a settingWith a settingWith a settingWith a setting, e.g. ‘Nanny Maureen lives in a small village at 
the end of a long, winding country lane.’ 

By describing a characterBy describing a characterBy describing a characterBy describing a character, e.g. ‘The new girl was shorter than 
your average seven-year-old with neat black hair, squeezed into 
a ponytail by a fluffy, pink band.’ 

With some actionWith some actionWith some actionWith some action, e.g. ‘Just as we were about to go out onto 
the field there was a brief whistle, a shadow and then a 
tremendous explosion of mud and grass just a few metres from 
where we stood.’ 

By making the reader waBy making the reader waBy making the reader waBy making the reader want to know morent to know morent to know morent to know more, e.g. ‘It all began 
when…’ or ‘Saturday started just like any other. Little did I know 
that it would end up being the worst day of my life so far.’ 

With some speechWith some speechWith some speechWith some speech, e.g. “Wednesday is definitely the worst day 
of the week,” muttered Tom. 

Think – does you story starter make the reader want to find 

out more? 



 

Time Connectives 
 

Start your sentences in different ways – use a 

range of time connectives… 
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Show a clear beginning and ending – use a time 

connective pair, e.g. ‘To begin with……Finally’ 

or ‘First…….Eventually’ 



 

What was it like? 
 

Don’t use boring grey words:  good, nice 
 

 Try… 

fantasticfantasticfantasticfantastic    

spectacularspectacularspectacularspectacular    

awesomeawesomeawesomeawesome    

incredibleincredibleincredibleincredible    

superbsuperbsuperbsuperb    

brilliantbrilliantbrilliantbrilliant    

wonderfulwonderfulwonderfulwonderful    

greatgreatgreatgreat    

excellentexcellentexcellentexcellent    

marvellousmarvellousmarvellousmarvellous    

sensationalsensationalsensationalsensational    

out of this out of this out of this out of this 
worldworldworldworld    

amazingamazingamazingamazing    

magnificentmagnificentmagnificentmagnificent    

Make it sound even better – use an exclamation mark! 
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Don’t Use Said! 
 

Don’t use boring grey words:  said 
 

 Try… 

Don’t forget speech marks “ ” around the words 

being spoken. 

askedaskedaskedasked    

repliedrepliedrepliedreplied    
shoutedshoutedshoutedshouted    

whisperedwhisperedwhisperedwhispered    

criedcriedcriedcried    

moanedmoanedmoanedmoaned    

yelledyelledyelledyelled    

screamedscreamedscreamedscreamed    

suggestedsuggestedsuggestedsuggested    

enquiredenquiredenquiredenquired    

sighedsighedsighedsighed    

answeredansweredansweredanswered    

complainedcomplainedcomplainedcomplained    

jokedjokedjokedjoked    

announcedannouncedannouncedannounced    

sobbedsobbedsobbedsobbed    laughedlaughedlaughedlaughed    

orderedorderedorderedordered    
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Big or Small? 
 

Don’t use boring grey words:  big, small 
 

 Try… 

Emphasise the size – use an exclamation mark! 

enormousenormousenormousenormous    
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minuteminuteminuteminute    

giganticgiganticgiganticgigantic    

tinytinytinytiny    

massivemassivemassivemassive    

minusculeminusculeminusculeminuscule    

colossalcolossalcolossalcolossal    
teensyteensyteensyteensy    

pocketpocketpocketpocket----sizedsizedsizedsized    
hulkinghulkinghulkinghulking    

humongoushumongoushumongoushumongous    
gargantuangargantuangargantuangargantuan

ssss    

microscopicmicroscopicmicroscopicmicroscopic    

mountainousmountainousmountainousmountainous    



 

What’s the Weather? 
 

Don’t use boring grey words:  sunny, rainy 
 

 Try… 
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scorchingscorchingscorchingscorching    

blusteryblusteryblusteryblustery    
miserablemiserablemiserablemiserable    overcastovercastovercastovercast    

cloudlesscloudlesscloudlesscloudless    gloriousgloriousgloriousglorious    

breezybreezybreezybreezy    

sunlesssunlesssunlesssunless    

finefinefinefine    

showeryshoweryshoweryshowery    

freezingfreezingfreezingfreezing    

muggymuggymuggymuggy    

summerysummerysummerysummery    

raining cats raining cats raining cats raining cats 
and dogsand dogsand dogsand dogs    

sizzlingsizzlingsizzlingsizzling    

blowing a galeblowing a galeblowing a galeblowing a gale    

windsweptwindsweptwindsweptwindswept    

calmcalmcalmcalm    

brilliantbrilliantbrilliantbrilliant    

blisteringblisteringblisteringblistering    
dampdampdampdamp    

drizzlydrizzlydrizzlydrizzly    

stormystormystormystormy    

frostyfrostyfrostyfrosty    

greygreygreygrey    

winterywinterywinterywintery    

chillychillychillychilly    

sunshinysunshinysunshinysunshiny    

brightbrightbrightbright    

Add more description – use more than one word, 

e.g. ‘Saturday was a bright and breezy day.’ 



 

Happy or Sad? 
 

Don’t use boring grey words:  happy, sad 
 

 Try… 

delighteddelighteddelighteddelighted    

Make your feelings even stronger – use an exclamation mark! 

miserablemiserablemiserablemiserable    

disappointeddisappointeddisappointeddisappointed    

upsetupsetupsetupset    

ecstaticecstaticecstaticecstatic    

devastateddevastateddevastateddevastated    

gloomygloomygloomygloomy    

over the moonover the moonover the moonover the moon    

cheerfulcheerfulcheerfulcheerful    

down in the down in the down in the down in the 
dumpsdumpsdumpsdumps    

overjoyedoverjoyedoverjoyedoverjoyed    

glumglumglumglum    

thrilledthrilledthrilledthrilled    

on cloud on cloud on cloud on cloud 
ninenineninenine    
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Scared or Angry? 
 

Don’t use boring grey words: scared, angry 
 

 Try… 

furiousfuriousfuriousfurious    

Make your feelings even stronger – use an exclamation mark! 

terrifiedterrifiedterrifiedterrified    

red with ragered with ragered with ragered with rage    

petrifiedpetrifiedpetrifiedpetrified    enragedenragedenragedenraged    

frozen with fearfrozen with fearfrozen with fearfrozen with fear    

shaking like shaking like shaking like shaking like 
a leafa leafa leafa leaf    

fumingfumingfumingfuming    

hopping hopping hopping hopping 
madmadmadmad    tremblingtremblingtremblingtrembling    

on the on the on the on the 
warpathwarpathwarpathwarpath    

badbadbadbad----
temperedtemperedtemperedtempered    
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Other Feelings (1) 
 

Don’t use boring grey words. 
 

 Try… 

Make your feelings even stronger – use an exclamation mark! 

enviousenviousenviousenvious    

irritatedirritatedirritatedirritated    

annoyedannoyedannoyedannoyed    

embarrassedembarrassedembarrassedembarrassed    
exhaustedexhaustedexhaustedexhausted    

bursting bursting bursting bursting 
with pridewith pridewith pridewith pride    

lonelylonelylonelylonely    

ashamedashamedashamedashamed    

disinteresteddisinteresteddisinteresteddisinterested    

shockedshockedshockedshocked    

astoundedastoundedastoundedastounded    

flabbergastedflabbergastedflabbergastedflabbergasted    

hot and hot and hot and hot and 
botheredbotheredbotheredbothered    
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Other Feelings (2) 
 

Don’t use boring grey words. 
 

 Try… 

Did you know – you can add –ly to many feeling words to 

make them into adverbs and explain how you or somebody 

else did something, e.g. ‘I nervously waited for my turn.’ or 

‘Courageously, my little sister swam into the deep end.’ 

awestruckawestruckawestruckawestruck    

confusedconfusedconfusedconfused    

courageouscourageouscourageouscourageous    
creativecreativecreativecreative    

determineddetermineddetermineddetermined    
eagereagereagereager    

inspiredinspiredinspiredinspired    
nervousnervousnervousnervous    

jitteryjitteryjitteryjittery    

shyshyshyshy    
sleepysleepysleepysleepy    

anxiousanxiousanxiousanxious    

regretfulregretfulregretfulregretful    
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-ly words 
 

Improve your writing - begin a sentence with a –ly 

word and a comma. 
 

  abruptly amazingly amusingly 

angrily anxiously bizarrely 

bravely carefully ordinarily 

cheerfully clumsily 

eagerly eventually excitedly 

exhaustedly 

foolishly generously gloomily 

greedily gradually happily 

luckily naughtily nervously 

patiently proudly quickly 

quietly reluctantly sadly shyly 

usually slowly suddenly 
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Similes 
 

Improve your writing – use a simile. 
 

  as big as a bus as brave as a lion 

as busy as a beaver as clean as a whistle 

as cold as ice as dry as a bone 

as dull as dishwater as easy as ABC 

as good as gold as happy as a clown 

as hungry as a bear as keen as mustard 

as pleased as punch as proud as a peacock 

as quick as a wink as quiet as a mouse 

as tall as a giraffe 

as tricky as a box of monkeys 

as wise as an owl 
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